JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE PIERCE COUNTY FIRE COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION AND THE PIERCE COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION, ADOPTING A LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARD FOR FIRE PROTECTION THROUGHOUT PIERCE COUNTY,  TO BE RECOMMENDED TO THE PIERCE COUNTY COUNCIL FOR INCORPORATION INTO THE PIERCE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, WHICH IMPLEMENTS THE GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON, IN ORDER TO FACILITATE THE ADOPTION OF A SCHEDULE OF IMPACT FEES WITHIN PIERCE COUNTY.

WHEREAS, the Washington State Growth Management Act, chapter 36.70A of the Revised Code of Washington, as amended, allows impact fees for fire protection districts, upon certain conditions; and 


WHEREAS, both of the undersigned associations will be sponsoring and supporting an amendment in 2013-14, to the Pierce County Comprehensive Plan, to allow impact fees to mitigate the impact of new development on the delivery of fire protection and emergency medical services; and

WHEREAS, one statutory condition requires that each fire protection district adopt a capital facilities plan, to be incorporated as an element of the county comprehensive plan; and


WHEREAS, districts interested in participating in the impact fee program in Pierce County are in the process of developing and drafting new capital facilities plans to present to Pierce County; and


WHEREAS, it is first necessary to adopt a level of service standard for fire protection, in order to assess the capital facilities plans, to determine whether districts are able to provide an adequate level of service to handle existing development, as well as assessing the issue of maintaining concurrency, when considering new developments in the future; and

WHEREAS, these two associations have considerable expertise and can provide guidance in this technical field to the Pierce County Council concerning an appropriate level of service standard for fire protection in Pierce County, consistent with national standards and the parameters recommended by national experts, such as the Center for Public Safety Excellence; and


WHEREAS, these two associations have studied the level of service issue through a committee representing all of the districts in Pierce County;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT JOINTLY RESOLVED BY THE PIERCE COUNTY FIRE COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION AND THE PIERCE COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION, AS FOLLOWS:

1. The attached Exhibit A is hereby adopted by both associations as the optimum level of service standard for fire protection service throughout Pierce County.

2. The associations jointly recommend that this level of service be formally adopted by Pierce County during the process of amending the Pierce County Comprehensive Plan to facilitate the implementation of impact fees for fire protection and emergency medical services, consistent with the capital facilities plans adopted by the participating fire protection districts and included in the capital facilities element of the Pierce County Comprehensive Plan.  

ADOPTED BY THE GOVERNING BODIES OF THE TWO ASSOCIATIONS AS SHOWN ON THE DATES BELOW, BY THE AUTHORIZED SIGNATORIES OF THOSE GOVERNING BODIES:

PIERCE COUNTY FIRE COMMISSIONERS


PIERCE COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS

ASSOCIATION:





ASSOCIATION:

By______________________________


By____________________________

    Its____________________________


   Its___________________________

Date:___________________________


Date:__________________________

